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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0710 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: JOURNALISTS SIGHTED WITH ELF 

1 . A RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTED THAT AN ETHIOPIAN PASTOR, WHO WAS 
MAKING THE ROUNDS OF HIS PARISHIONERS, OBSERVED TWO CAUCASIAN 
MALES IN THE VILLAGE OF ZAZIGA, 22 KMS WNW OF ASMARA ALONG THE 

ABANDONED RAILROAD LINE TO KEREN. THE TWO WERE IDENTIFIED TO THE 
PASTOR AS JOURNALISTS "EITHER AMERICAN OR GERMAN" (OR ACCORDING 
TO LATER INFORMATION, POSSIBLY SWEDES) WHO HAD BEEN ESCORTED TO 
ZAZIGA BY THE ELF IN ORDER TO PHOTOGRAPH THE DAMAGE DONE TO THE 
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THAT THE TWO JOURNALISTS WERE DRESSED FOR TRAVELLING IN THE COUNTRY 
AND WERE, IN FACT, ARMED WITH CAMERAS. THE PASTOR NEVER APPROACHED 
THE JOURNALISTS AND THEREFORE DID NOT HEAR IN WHAT LANGUAGE THEY 
WERE TALKING. 

2. THE ALLEGED PURPOSE OF THE JOURNALISTS VISIT WAS TO FILM 
SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF THE DESTRUCTION CAUSED BY EAF BOMBING AND 
COMPARE THOSE SCENES WITH LATER PICTURES OF THE ELF ASSISTING THE 
VILLAGERS IN REPAIRING THE DAMAGE. THE VILLAGERS SEEMED TO GRASP 
FULLY THE PROPAGANDA THRUST OF THE EXERCISE AND TO HAVE NO 
OBJECTION. 

3. REQUEST INFORMATION ADDRESSEES MAY HAVE ON POSSIBILITY AMERICAN 
OR EUROPEAN JOURNALISTS MAY HAVE SLIPPED INTO ERITREA RECENTLY. 
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